FAQs
Where do I pick up & drop off my child?
Children are to be dropped off and picked up at Amethyst Retreat Center’s farmhouse at 44 Buffalo Creek
Road, Duncannon. It's located a few hundred yards from the main entrance.
What does my child need to bring?
• Bag lunch and drink
• Registration form
• Sun screen and/or tick spray, if desired
• Closed-toe shoes
• Any medications, clearly labeled with your child’s name, along with necessary medication
administration form
• Notebook and pen/pencil
• Water shoes
• Change of clothes that can get dirty, preferably neutral colors
Does Amethyst Retreat Center offer early drop-off and late pick-up?
Amethyst does offer before and after child care. Early drop-off is available from 8:00 AM for an additional flat
fee of $15 for the week. Late pick-up is available until 5:00 PM for an additional flat fee of $15 for the week.
What is your refund policy?
The course cost includes a non-refundable fee of $50 for participants, up to three weeks prior to the first day
of the program. Because of costs associated with staffing, all cancellations after May 18th will result in a loss
of the entire amount paid. However, if we are able to fill your child’s spot with another student on the waiting
list, Amethyst Retreat Center will refund 50% of your fee.
My child is unable to attend a day during the week of camp. Am I able to receive a refund for the day
missed?
As a non-profit, Amethyst Retreat Center allocates the funds paid for your child’s registration far in advance
for the materials and instructors needed for your child’s camp experience. Due to this, Amethyst Retreat
Center is unable to prorate the cost of camp for the days your child will not be in attendance.
What forms of payment do you accept?
Payment in full is due at the time of registration. Credit card payment is accepted through the Pay Here
button on our website. We accept Discover, VISA, and MasterCard. Personal checks and money orders can be
mailed to 44 Buffalo Creek Road, Duncannon, PA 17020, made out to Amethyst Foundation.
Do you offer scholarships?
Please contact us about Scholarship availability.
My child really would like to participate. What if the program is already full?
Please contact us at AmethystRetreatCenter@gmail.com where we can put your child on a waiting list. If we
receive notice of a student cancellation, our coordinator will call or email parents of the children on the
waitlist in order of registration date. Once you are contacted, you must respond within 3 days, along with full
payment, before the next child on the waitlist is offered a spot.

What are the qualifications of the instructors?
Zach Fisher grew up in the woods and on the beaches of Northern California. His pursuit of art and music
brought him to the East Coast and eventually to the Tom Brown Tracker School, which he considers to be the
beginning of the education he was always looking for. He began teaching in 2011 and has since worked for
several NY based earth-skills programs. Zach is co-founder of Earth Living Skills. He also leads guided tours for
children and adults with Discover Outdoors into the state parks of New York, New Jersey, and
Pennsylvania. His goal as a teacher, and as a student, is to foster a deeper connection between people and the
natural world in the spirit of discovery and the maximizing of our human potential.
Joe Blevis grew up in New Jersey but had been living in the mountains of Montana for the better part of the
past seven years. Since his internship at the Tom Brown Tracker School in New Jersey, Joe went on to become
an earth-skills instructor with the several organizations, including Twin Eagles Wilderness School, Children of
the Earth Foundation, and Earth Living Skills, where he shares his knowledge of earth skills with children and
teens. One thing that became clearly evident to Joe was that, regardless of age, everyone benefited from
these skills. Whether it was through learning how to use a bow drill, or crawling around on their bellies
tracking weasels, or exploring the deeper philosophies of our earth, all of these things inspired an inner
awakening in the students. This was evident from a new light in their eyes, the sound of their belly laughs, and
their endless stories around the campfires. Joe’s hope is, even if only for a few hours, to bring everyone into
the present moment by reconnecting them with nature.
Other questions?
Please contact us at AmethystRetreatCenter@gmail.com or call Natalie Manchorov, coordinator, at
717.979.4147, and we will be happy to help.

